
Dutch Population Registers from 1850 onwards 
 

1. Official name of the source and its English 
translation 

Bevolkingsregisters/Population Register 

2. Purpose of the source:  
2.a. Why was this source created?  It was created by the government to get more control of the 

population, and to know who were actually living in a 
municipality. 

2.b. Who created it? It was officially created by the Dutch government, starting 
January 1850 (using the information of the census of end 
1849). However, the registers were kept by the local 
municipal government. Usually in the countryside the major 
or a secretary was responsible for keeping the records, in 
larger municipalities a civil servants. Only one copy has been 
made. In some rural municipalities of Groningen for-runners 
of the Population Registers area available for some periods, 
especially from 1826 onwards, however they only have been 
kept for a short period. 

3. Scope:  
What group of the population was 
documented in this source?  

All the people having their official residence in the 
municipality. 

4. Time period: When the information of the 
sources was recorded?  
Please indicate the start and the end date. 

New books were usually made every 10 year, straight after 
the census, although this might differ per municipality. Some 
municipalities used the same book for 20 to even 40 years. 
The system survived until 1920 and sometimes 1940, although 
slightly adapted (for instance not all the people living in a 
household were recorded anymore when a lot of 
municipalities changed to a family centred way of registration. 
Already around 1860 a lot of municipalities kept separate 
books for live-in servants. After 1940 a different more 
individual system of people administration came into being 
(‘persoonsbewijzen’) in the Netherlands, which has not been 
used for this database.  

5. Geographical area:  What territory is 
covered by the source? 

The Population Registers cover the whole territory of the 
Netherlands. 

6. Content: What was recorded?  Usually ordered geographically (but also sometimes 
alphabetically taking into account the name of the head of the 
household) the households were recorded supplying names of 
all persons living in one joint household (live-in servants were 
after 1860 often missing as they were listed separately, 
making it difficult to establish the number of live-in servants). 
Every household page gives also information on the 
household address (changes within the municipalities are 
unfortunately not dated). For each person information on the 
name, birth date, birth place, relation to the head of 
household, civil status, religion and occupation are given. Also 
changes taking place in the household were recorded, 
information on new people being added. Changes in some of 
the characteristics of persons were also recorded, but not 
dated. Changes in occupation or religion were very poorly 
registered between census data (every ten years), but the 
information was updated after the census. Changes related to 
migration outside the municipality (stating also the place of 
destination), marriages and death were usually dated, 
although for migration not always. In a lot of cases people 
moved without notifying the local government. Especially in 



the period 1850-1860 registration of migrations are very poor. 
Also the registration of the movements of the numerous 
young juvenile live-in servants was far from complete. 
Changes were made with a pencil in a way, that the former 
information could still be read, making it possible to 
reconstruct developments.  

7. Language of written material: original 
sources and documentation  

In Dutch. 

8. Preservation and storage:  
8.a. Completely preserved   
8.b. Partially destroyed by personnel 
according to systematic criteria  

 

8.c. Partially destroyed or damaged for other 
reasons  

Preservation depends on the municipality. For the city of 
Groningen, they have completely survived. For Bedum they 
start around 1860, while there are also a few municipalities 
were they survived only from 1880 or very rarely even 1900 
onwards in the Municipal Archives, where they should have 
been kept. The reasons for the disappearance is unclear and 
must have been local. Outside Groningen, sometimes parts of 
Population Registers have been destroyed in Word War 2 or 
because of other disasters. They were very vulnerable as there 
is only one copy.    

8.d. Reorganized by producer of the source   
8.e. Reorganized by record linkage 
procedures  

 

8.f. Where the original records are stored 
(name of the archive or institution)? 

 

9. Documentation:  
9.a. Completely documented and accessible 
by: 

 

9.b. Partially documented and accessible by:  
9.c. No documentation, but accessible by:  Most of the Population Registers have been filmed several 

decades ago for the period 1850-1900 by the Mormons. A 
copy of these old films has been converted in fiches, and 
made available in the ‘Groninger Archieven’. The information 
has not been digitalized yet. 
 See also: A. Knotter (ed.). De gemeentelijke 
bevolkingsregisters 1850-1920 (Broncommentaren 2, 1995) 
http://resources.huygens.knaw.nl/pdf/Broncommentaren/  
voorlopig/Broncommentaren_2-075_116.pdf 
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