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Proposal for an ESF Research Networking Programme – Call 2009 
 

Section I: (1 A4 single page) 

 

Programme title:   European Historical Population Samples Network 

Programme acronym:  EHPS-Net 

Name and full coordinates of principal applicant(s):  
 
Prof. dr. Anders Brändström 
University of Umeå, 
Centre for Population Studies 
Demographic Data Base Umeå, 
SE 901 87 Umeå, Sweden 
tel. +46-90-786 57 17 
email: 
Anders.Brandstrom@ddb.umu.se 
 
 
 

Prof. dr. Kees Mandemakers 
Erasmus University Rotterdam   
International Institute of Social 
History, Royal Netherlands 
Academy of Arts and Sciences  
Postbox 2169, 1000 CD  
Amsterdam, the Netherlands, 
tel. +31-20-6685866 
email: KMA@iisg.nl 
 
 

Prof. dr. Koen Matthijs 
Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, 
Faculty of Social Sciences,  
Center for Sociological Research,  
Research domain Family and 
Population,  
Postbus 3601, 3000 Leuven, 
Belgium 
tel. + 32 (0)16 32.31.73 
Email: 
Koen.Matthijs@soc.kuleuven.be 

Indication of which of the principal applicants is the contact person: 

Prof. dr. Kees Mandemakers, Email: kma@iisg.nl 

Keywords :  

History; Demography; Large Historical Databases; Life Course Data; Census data 

 

Abstract of the proposal (max. 300 words): 

The European Historical Population Samples Network (EHPS-Net) brings together 
scholars to create a common format for databases containing information on persons, 
families and households. This format or Intermediate Data Structure (IDS) forms an 
integrated and joint interface between many European databases.  
 During the project period, the main databases will convert their material to the 
IDS format. In the meantime, data extraction programs for different types of studies 
(e.g. on migration and fertility) are prepared in close collaboration between researchers 
and programmers. The intended system is open, scalable, and extendable. New types 
of analysis can be introduced by adding new extraction modules. Anyone can 
contribute an extraction module, which will be peer-reviewed and published in an e-
journal. Programming will be organized in research projects delivering demonstrators.  
 Our activities include stimulating the creation of new databases and organizing 
training sessions in participating countries where historical population database are still 
scarce. 
 The network creates a portal that provides access to the European databases, 
as well as to important non-European ones which have joined the network. On the 
portal site an overview will be given of all databases, their contents and the degree to 
which their variables have been structured into the IDS. The portal will also centralize 
and systematize the data extraction software. The site will present and make 
downloadable the standardization rules, metadata and documentation. Thus, the 
existing expertise is made available to the research community.  
 We assemble scholars who by creating regional or national databases have 
advanced the field of (historical) demography in their respective countries. The network 
allows them to proceed beyond the boundaries of their individual datasets, by creating 
a common interface for the history of the life course. In this way, we can understand 
the historical dimensions of the challenges faced by contemporary European (and 
global) populations. 
 

Previous or concurrent applications to the ESF for any of the ESF instruments: None 

 

mailto:%20Anders.Brandstrom@ddb.umu.se
mailto:KMA@iisg.nl
mailto:Koen.Matthijs@soc.kuleuven.be
mailto:kma@iisg.nl
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Section II:  

 

Status of the relevant research field; scientific context, objectives and envisaged 
achievements of the proposed Programme: 

 

Introduction 

For almost half a century, population historians have created datasets on life courses 
from archival sources such as parish records, tax records, censuses and population 
registers. Their time span ranges from medieval times to the present day. These 
datasets are essential to understand how economic, social and cultural changes 
impacted on the lives of ordinary persons and how these persons, in turn, shaped their 
surroundings and their destinies by strategies of survival and improvement. Recent 
developments in ICT facilities and methodologies have increased the scale and the 
analytic power of these individual level datasets significantly. Thus, in several countries 
large regional or even national datasets have been made available for research (for an 
overview, see sections 3 and 4). New methods of record linkage and new statistical 
tools are being developed to improve the coverage of these datasets and to deal with 
the shortcomings of the sources by combining related pieces of information. European 
administrators have kept more detailed records than anywhere else in the world for 
centuries, but it is only now that the analytical power inherent in this uniquely rich 
source material is integrated in ways that bring out the comparative advantage for 
research on the history of the European population.  
 
The logical next step in this development is to link all existing European datasets in a 
common format – the so-called Intermediate Data Structure (IDS) – in order to 
transcend the currently regional and national studies. By establishing the European 
Historical Population Samples Network (EHPS-Net) we aim to 1) create a discussion 
forum, 2)  realize an integrated and joint interface between the many European 
datasets containing information on individual persons, families and households in the 
past and 3) stimulate the further development of databases especially in those parts of 
Europe were this kind of databases are scarce (East and South East Europe). New and 
existing databases brought together will allow us to study regional diversity and 
similarity in the life course experiences of all Europeans. Interest from non-European 
colleagues leads us to expect the format to become the standard for all historical life 
course datasets in the world. Researchers from many disciplines will be given access 
through a network of distributed databases. Thus, the aim of the IDS is not to replace 
the individual databases by some central database, but rather to provide a common 
format for accessing datasets which are structured in the same way. 
 
In this proposal we: 

(1) Describe the logic and methods associated with the integration of a great 
number of European databases; 

(2) Demonstrate the unique analytical power associated with the complex 
dimensionality of these European data;  

(3) Elaborate the existing opportunities for and advantages of comparative 
analysis between several sites; 

(4) Outline a plan for integrating the European data for the purposes of cross-
national and cross-regional comparison; 

(5) Develop an agenda for the investigation of some of the most important 
substantive questions in the fields of historical demography and family 
sociology, questions that resonate with a number of crucial contemporary 
issues (e.g. social mobility and immigrant incorporation); 

(6) Set forth a concrete plan for the development of the organizational 
infrastructure for the promotion and support of European demographic-
historical studies.  



 3 

Making datasets comparable  

Making sets of micro-data comparable is the necessary first step towards a „European 
life course history‟. Each database consists of widely varying variables, due to the 
diverging sources from which individual lives are reconstructed. These sources range 
from censuses, tax records and land registers, through church records and civil records 
(recording birth, death and marriage) to dynamically updated population registers. 
Furthermore, each database has its own problems of sampling, selection biases and 
„loss to observation‟, that are documented extensively. The diversity in content means 
that not all research questions can be addressed to all databases. The tasks of the 
network are fourfold: 1) Mapping the diversity of data contained in European historical 
micro databases into a common interface based on an already established format 
(IDS)1, including metadata and documentation; 2) Bringing together programmers and 
researchers in projects to write data extraction programs for a number of research 
fields such as migration, fertility and social mobility; 3) Enhancing dissemination by 
educating scholars in the use of the IDS and data extraction programs; 4) 
Encouraging the development of new databases in parts of Europe where historical 
population databases are scarce. 

 
Figure 1 Basic scheme of the data extraction structure. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1 presents the basic scheme of our strategy. The basic idea is that all relevant 
databases will transfer their data into the common data format of the IDS. On the left 
side of the diagram are the various types of sources included in historical longitudinal 
databases. Because each database captures and stores data in a different way, it is 
impossible to create a single data management structure that will work for every 
situation. On the right side of the diagram are the data files that researchers require for 
analyses. These files are made by dedicated programs working on the IDS of each 

                                                
1
 George Alter, Kees Mandemakers & Myron Gutmann, „Defining and Distributing Longitudinal 

Historical Data in a General Way Through an Intermediate Structure‟, Historical Social 
Research, 34 (2009), 1, 78-114. 
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database in the same way. Standardized data extraction, metadata and documentation 
make for large gains in efficiency.  
 
The EHPS-Net functions as a collaboratory in which the portal will be the centre of all 
activities (see figure 2). The portal will offer 1) a presentation of each database with a 
full documentation of sources, its IDS (documentation of data description) and the 
criteria for scientific use of the data, 2) facilities to archive and disseminate datasets 
from databases not equipped to handle dissemination on their own website and 3) 
facilities to download software tools uploaded by researchers and programmers. To 
encourage the sharing of programs and scripts an E-journal will be hosted on the 
website in which researchers and programmers may put their products in the form of 
articles (compare the R Journal for statistical computing in R, see http://journal.r-
project.org/). This will stimulate software sharing and it promotes that programs and 
scripts are documented carefully. The projects involved in the network stand to gain 
through improved, standardized documentation, improved visibility and accessibility 
and through the possibility to compare directly with other datasets. Because of privacy 
regulations and/or specific regulations of databases, access to the data will be partly 
public and partly restricted (for example by way of remote access).  
 
 
Figure 2 Central portal as a spider in the web 
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The data extraction software will provide a type of structured data mining whereby data 
from the IDS are moved into file formats designed for analysis. Since the requirements 
of each type of analysis vary, we expect to have many specialized extraction programs. 
This approach has important benefits. It is open, scalable, and extendable. Any 
database can transfer its data to the IDS which will be documented systematically in 
the metadata registry. 
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New forms of analysis can be introduced by adding new extraction modules. Anyone 
can contribute an extraction module, which will be peer-reviewed. Methodologies can 
be examined, discussed, and tested, and research results will be reproducible. This 
programming will be organized in pilot research projects delivering demonstrators. 
These pilots (including datasets for the analysis of migration, fertility and social 
mobility) will be essential for the fine tuning of the IDS. Moreover, they will explore the 
potential and expand the outreach of the IDS for Europe-wide and even global 
comparisons of demographic processes. An online platform for teams of distributed 
researchers is already available at www.iisg.collab.nl. The Virtual Knowledge Studio for 
the Humanities and Social Sciences (Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and 
Sciences) offers additional funding to support these teams. 
 
Scientific impact 
Already, databases with micro data have stimulated the fields of family and community 
history in their respective countries. The IDS structure provides considerable added 
value by offering a common template for existing and new databases to:  

(1) Link a large number of data elements (e.g. church with tax records) relating to 
individuals, thus enhancing the richness of the data. 

(2) Reconstruct the family setting of individuals, allowing for the study of 
intergenerational processes such as the transmission of social status, health 
and cultural characteristics.  

(3) Supplement information on individuals with contextual data, creating 
opportunities for multilevel research. 

(4) Implement a longitudinal or life course perspective, in order to compare for 
instance socio-economic and demographic careers of migrants and non-
migrants or urban-, semi-urban and rural dwellers. 

(5) Compare findings based on compatible datasets across Europe and across 
the globe. 

 
Comparative historical demography can play an important role in understanding the 
challenges faced by contemporary European (and global) society. Currently, there is an 
intense discussion about the nature of the recent changes in family life. Everywhere, 
we witness a decline in marriage and remarriage rates, an increase in divorces, a rise 
in the age at first marriage, an increase in cohabitation, a severe fertility decline, higher 
levels of education and salaried employment of women. According to some scholars, 
these are „new‟ developments, representing the demographical shadow of the genesis 
of a new society (risk society, post-modern society, reflexive modernity). According to 
others, these new trends should not be exaggerated because continuity is more 
important than the differences. Processes such as the privatization of family life, the 
formation and weakening of group identities, the development of new cultural identities, 
the reevaluation of women‟s role and their position in family and society, were already 
visible in the second half of the nineteenth century. To understand what is occurring in 
contemporary European society, we need not only good contemporary data (which can 
be fitted to our standard), but also detailed and regionally diversified data on historical 
life events such as marriage, family formation, mobility and mortality.  
 
Increasingly, social scientists recognize the path dependency of current variation in 
economic and demographic patterns. Family life is still influenced, directly or indirectly, 
by factors such as traditional expectations towards marriage, ties to the extended 
family, care for and residence with or near parents. Likewise religious norms, family 
laws and inheritance practices continue to operate. Family systems, or regional norms 
patterning family behaviour, are essential in order to understand current demographic 
variation and trends. Our network and the interface between regional databases will 
prove a valuable tool for illuminating the role and conditions for endurance of regional 
family systems in an integrated Europe. 
 
Another example of a research field that will benefit from the IDS is migration studies. 
We need to know more about the conditions for and the nature of (successful) 
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integration in receiving communities, preferably also for second and third generation 
immigrants. The IDS will allow us to compare the fate (in terms of marriage, family 
formation, health, careers) of immigrants in major cities across Europe, as well as the 
fate of their children. Did successful integration depend on the characteristics of the 
immigrants, their backgrounds, the timing of their migration, on the economic situation 
in the receiving city, the city‟s or nation‟s immigration policy? Furthermore, we still know 
very little about the moves people made during their lives and how these moves were 
related to other life course transitions. IDS will strengthen a new historical research 
agenda emerging from the analyses of individual migration trajectories including local 
moves. 
 
Our network explicitly aims to facilitate collaboration between leading experts on large 
databases across all continents. Comparing life courses between cultures opens up a 
fascinating new field of research. A pioneering effort in this field was the Eurasia 
Project, sponsored by the ESF. In this project, longitudinal village reconstitutions from 
Belgium, Sweden, Italy, Japan and China were compared. The group studied mortality 
across family systems, revealing differences in internal redistribution of food, differential 
protection in times of economic stress, and differential power relations between 
generations and sexes. When more datasets are made comparable, it will become 
feasible to study variation in family life, in family ties and in individual behaviour by 
religion, by level of urbanization and economic specialization, by system of communal 
support et cetera. Understanding variation and different responses to similar economic 
conditions or processes (modernisation, globalisation) will provide important historical 
reflections on present-day challenges. 
 
In sum, the network brings together scholars who by creating and exploiting regional or 
national databases have markedly advanced the field of family history and historical 
demography in their respective countries. The network allows them to proceed beyond 
the boundaries of their individual datasets, by creating a common interface for a truly 
European and even global history of the life course.  

 

 

Facilities and expertise which will be accessible by the Programme: 

 

Central in our network is the portal that provides access to the European databases. 
On this website an overview will be given of all databases, their contents and the 
degree to which their variables have been structured into the IDS. The portal will also 
centralize and systematize the data extraction software and regulate the development 
of new software. The site will also present and make downloadable the standardization 
rules, metadata and documentation. In this way the existing expertise is made available 
to the research community in a systematic way. Expert knowledge will be transmitted 
through courses designed to clarify the IDS and through accompanying software tools 
for interested researchers.  

 

We expect the EHPS-Net to form a large collaboratory in which peer-groups share their 
meta-knowledge about the data and work on documentation, publications and other 
forms of research output. Sharing data and exchanging views and ideas about results 
amongst peers will greatly enhance the quality of the data and will facilitate leading 
edge collaborative studies. The network will also consider strategic enlargements of 
existing databases. On the European level this means that databases which are not yet 
involved will be approached to join this common enterprise. Likewise, researchers in 
countries lacking such datasets will be encouraged to digitize their relevant sources 
and they will be assisted where possible.  
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Expected benefit from European collaboration in this area: 

 
Research in this field is already a global enterprise. A stronger European collaboration 
and position will result in a better integrated scientific community. Presently the main 
databases are primarily situated in the „North-Atlantic area‟ (Britain, USA, Canada, 
Sweden, Netherlands). Our cooperation will strengthen the European part of this by 
including databases from Portugal, Hungary, Romania, Poland etc in this network. It 
will decisively improve the analytical skills of our colleagues and contribute to the 
emergence of a common culture of historical micro-data analysis. It will also create a 
network with enough critical mass to become a transnational cradle for PhD students 
and post-docs, in an area where are observed the most promising development in 
demographic and social sciences analysis, and where it is important to consolidate the 
European position. 
 

 

European context:  

 
In March 2006 the issue of how to make historical datasets more widely applicable was 
thoroughly discussed at a workshop organized by the Historical Sample of the 
Netherlands (HSN) in Amsterdam. The workshop was attended by over 20 
representatives from relevant databases who agreed on the importance of simplifying 
access to longitudinal data. Follow up meetings were organized on May 1-2, 2008 at 
ICPSR, Ann Arbor and in Miami, October 22, 2008. This meetings resulted in the 
model for data sharing (IDS), which we employ. Over fifteen different databases 
participated in these conferences. New meetings have been scheduled for Long 
Beach, November, 12th of November and Ghent (April 2010). The meetings were 
funded by the Dutch Science Foundation (NWO Humanities), ICPSR and DDB Umea. 
The proposed network aims to continue and expand the activities of the group. 

 
The databases involved in this network have contributed in various ways to research 
and discussions of two COST Actions, namely A34 (Gender and Well-being. 
Interactions between work, family and public policies) and (A35 Study of European 
Rural Societies). The project is closely related to the North Atlantic Population Project 
that provides access to historical censuses. Finally, the activities of the network are 
supported by the International Commission for Historical Demography. 

 

Proposed activities, key targets and milestones: 

 
The activities follow a scheme of biannual meetings where the progress of the diverse 
activities will be discussed. The meetings of the steering group will be held in 
connection with these meetings. 
 
Key targets will be:  
1 to build the EHPS-Net portal, to be maintained by the International Institute of 

Social History, 
2  to include all main European longitudinal databases in the IDS, 
3 to set up projects for developing data extraction software (migration, fertility etc.) 

and support teams of peer researchers that will create and test extraction 
programs, 

4 to assist in the creation of new databases, especially in Eastern and South-
Eastern Europe, 

5 to organize regional meetings where scholars will be educated in the use of the 
IDS and data extraction programs.  
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List of milestones /deliverables 
      

 Website
/portal 

Development 
databases 

IDS Projects Steering Group 

      

M6     First report 

M12 First 
version 

 Four 
databases  

 Yearly 
report/evaluation 

M18 Final 
version 

  First version 
social mobility 
and fertility 

 

M24   Ten 
databases 

 Yearly 
report/evaluation 

M30    First version 
migration and 
and mortality 

 

M36     Yearly 
report/evaluation 

M42    Second 
versions all 
pilots 

 

M48     Yearly 
report/evaluation 

M54      

M60  Five countries* All 
databases 

Final versions Final report 

 

*Several countries (e.g. Rumania and Lithuania) have indicated a strong interest in 
developing historical databases according to the standard to be created by the 
network. We expect that new databases will be developed in five countries. 

 

Duration (48 or 60 months):  60 months 

 

Budget estimate (in €) by type of activities and per year of the Programme  

 

Budget *     2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 Total 

          

Coordinator 0,4  / week 31.509 32.427 33.345 34.263 35.180 166.724 

Advisor IDS/software   0,2  / week 19.161 19.719 20.277 20.835 21.393 101.386 

          

Biannual meetings (average 25 participants) 35.535 36.570 37.605 38.640 39.675 188.025 

Meetings steering group (10 participants) 2.678 2.756 2.834 2.912 2.990 14.170 

Regional meetings (13 participants)  18.478 19.016 19.555 20.093 20.631 97.773 

Travel coordinator and database advisor 4.614 4.749 4.883 5.018 5.152 24.416 

          

Development portal **   32.754 8.427    41.181 

Conference costs   2.060 2.120 2.180 2.240 2.300 10.900 

          

Total    146.790 125.784 120.679 124.000 127.322 644.576 

          

*  Price level 2009, inflation rate 3% per year       

** Portal will be maintained by IISG        
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Section III: (not more than 3 A4 single pages+ 1 single page for global dimension if 

applicable) 

 

List of names and full coordinates of the envisaged Steering Committee members 
listed by country in alphabetical order (One member per collaborating country; this 
can be a provisional list and names can be added to it later): 

 
Austria (HISTAST – Historical Statistics of Styria) 

Dr. Peter Teibenbacher,  
Karl Franzens University 
Universitätsstraße 15/E/2, A-8010 Graz, Austria, (0043 316 380 3523) 
Email: peter.teibenbacher@uni-graz.at 

Belgium (Demographica Flandria Selecta Database) 
Prof. dr. Koen Matthijs  
School of Social Sciences, Katholieke Universiteit Leuven 

 Postbus 3601, 3000 Leuven, Belgium (+ 32 16 323173) 
 Email: Koen.Matthijs@soc.kuleuven.be 
Czech Republic (Church Register – Bohemia) 

Josef GRULICH, Ph.D.   
University of South Bohemia, Dept. of Philosophy, Branisovska 31a, 370 05 
Ceske Budejovice, Czech Republic, (+420 387 774 806) 
Email: grulich@ff.jcu.cz 

Denmark (Danish Demographic Database) 
 Nanna Floor Clausen, Archivist, MA in History 
 Statens Arkiver / Danish State Archives 
 Islandsgade 10, DK-5000 Odense C, Denmark (+45 66 11 30 10) 
 Email: nc@dda.dk 
France  (TRA or “enquête 3000 familles”) 
 Lionel Kesztenbaum PhD  
 Institut National d‟Etudes Démographiques (INED) 
 133, bd Davout, 75980 Paris Cedex 20, (+33 (0)1 56 06 21 09 
 Email: lionel.kesztenbaum@ined.fr 
Germany (Mecklenburg 1819 and 1867; Rostock 19th century; Albania 1918) 
 Prof.  dr. Joshua Goldstein 

Max Planck Institute for Demographic Research 
 Konrad-Zuse-Strasse 1, 18057 Rostock, Germany (+ 49 381 2081 201) 
 Email : goldstein@demogr.mpg.de 
Hungary (Hungarian Historical Demographic Database) 
 Dr. Péter Őri 
 Hungarian Central Statistical Office, Demographic Research 
 Buday László utca 1-3, H-1024 Budapest, Hungary (+361-345-6391) 

Email: ori@demografia.hu 
Iceland  (Historical censuses and longitudinal data. Iceland 1703-1920)   

Dr Ólöf Garðarsdóttir  
School of education, University of Iceland, 
v. Stakkahlíð, 105 Reykjavík (00354-5255350 and 00354-8689772) 

 Email: olofgard@hi.is    
Italy  (Italian Historical Population Database; Sardinian Database) 
 Prof. dr. Marco Breschi  
 University of Sassari, Dept. of Economics 
 Via Torre Tonda, 34 – Sassari (+39 079 2017349) 

Email: breschi@dss.uniud.it 
Lithuania (Birth and marriage registers (Lithuania, 1795-1914) 
 Prof. dr. Dalia Marcinkeviciene 
 Vilnius University, GTender Studies Centre 

Didlaukio 47, 08303 Vilnius, Lithuania  (370) 5 219 3017 
Email: dalia.marcinkeviciene@cr.vu.lt 

mailto:Koen.Matthijs@soc.kuleuven.be
mailto:ori@demografia.hu
mailto:olofgard@hi.is
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Netherlands (Historical Sample of the Netherlands) 
 Prof. dr. K. Mandemakers 
 International Institute of Social History (IISH) 
 Cruquiusweg 31, 1019 AT Amsterdam (+31 20 668 5866)  
 Email:Kma@iisg.nl  
Norway (Norwegian Historical Population Register) 
 Prof. dr. Gunnar Thorvaldsen 
 Norwegian Historical Data Centre, University of Tromsø 

9037 Tromsø, Norway (+47 90657535 / +47 77644179) 
 Email: gunnarth@sv.uit.no 
Poland (Bejsce parish reconstitution data, 1746-1968)   

Krzysztof Tymicki, PhD 
Institute of Statistics and Demography, Warsaw School of Economics 
Al. Niepodległosci 162, 02-554 Warsaw, Poland (+48606875217) 

 Email: krzysztof.tymicki@sgh.waw.pl 
Portugal (HSP-SM. Historical Portuguese Sample on Social Mobility) 
 Prof. dr. Helder Adegar Fonseca 

NICPRI (Research Centre in Political Sciences and International Relations) 
 Universityof Évora, Departamento de História, Palácio do Vimioso, Apartado 94 

7002-554 Évora (+351 266 706 581) 
Email: peg@uevora.pt haf@uevora.pt  

Rumania (Transylvanian Church Records, 1850 – 1910) 
 Prof. dr. Ioan Bolovan 
 Babes-Bolyai University, Centre for Population Studies, Avram Iancu st, no. 68,  

Cluj-Napoca, Romania (0040-264-599-613) 
Email: bolovani@yahoo.com 

Slovenia (Slovenian Libri status animarum, 18th and 19th century) 
Jože Hudales, PhD 

 Department for ethnology and cultural anthropology, Faculty of art 
 University Ljubljana, Aškerčeva 2, 1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia ( + 38 6 241 15 20) 
 Email: joze.hudales@ff.uni-lj.si 
Sweden (Demographic Database Umeå) 

Prof. dr. Anders  Brändström, 
 Demographic Data Base Umeå, University of Umeå, 
 SE 901 87 Umeå, Sweden (+46-90-786 57 17) 
 email: Anders.Brandstrom@ddb.umu.se 
Switzerland (Geneva Database)   

Prof. dr.  Michel Oris 
Laboratory of Demography, department of Sociology, University of Geneva  
40 bd. Du Pont d‟Arve, Ch-1211 Geneva 4, Switzerland (+ 41 379 81 95) 

 Email: Michel.Oris@unige.ch 
United Kingdom ((Scottish Longitudinal Study (SLS) & Digital-Imaging of the 
 Genealogical Records of Scotland‟s People (DIGROS)) 

Prof. dr.  Paul Boyle 
University of St Andrews, School of Geography & Geosciences, Longitudinal 
Studies Centre - Scotland (LSCS), Irvine Building, North Street, St Andrews, 
Fife, KY16 9AL, Scotland, UK (+44 1334 462397) 
Email: p.boyle@st-andrews.ac.uk 

 

 

mailto:bolovani@yahoo.com
mailto:%20Anders.Brandstrom@ddb.umu.se
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Programme Collaborations: names and affiliations (including department, institute, 
university) of the researchers/research groups that are foreseen to participate in the 
Programme‟s activities listed by country: 

 
France (Base Charleville) 
 Dr. Vincent Gourdon, Chargé de recherches 

Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique, Paris 
Programme « Agence Nationale de la Recherche » "Mobilités, populations, 
familles dans la France du Nord", 0033) 01 40 46 25 13 
Email: vincentgourdon@orange.fr 

The Netherlands (Databases of the Integral History Project Groningen) 
 Dr. R.F.J. Paping 
 University of Groningen, Department: Economic and Social History 
 Oude Kijk in „t Jatstraat 26, 9712 EK, Groningen (+31(0)50-3637252) 
 Email: r.f.j.paping@rug.nl  
Poland (Census database Krakow, 1857,1869,1880, 890) 
 Lidia A. Zyblikiewicz, Ph.D. 
 Department of Quantitative History, Institute of History, Jagiellonian University, 
 ul. Gołębia 13, 31-007 Kraków, Poland (+48 501 175 953) 
 Email: uuzyblik@cyf-kr.edu.pl 
Poland (Central European Family Forms Database (CEURFAMFORM)) 
 Mikolaj Szoltysek PhD 
 Max Planck Institute for Demographic Research 

Konrad-Zuse-Strasse 1, 18057 Rostock, Germany ( 0049(0381) 2081-201) 
Email: Szoltysek@demogr.mpg.de 

Portugal (HIFDB – Individual and family historical databases) 
 Carlota Santos, PhD 

Instituto de Ciências Sociais, Universidade do Minho, CITCEM - Grupo de 
História das Populações, Pólo de Azurém, 4810-058 Guimarães, Portugal 
(253510579) 
Email: anterof@gmail.com 

Sweden (Scandinavian Demographic Database (SDD)) 
 Dr. Martin Dribe 

Lund University, Centre for Economic Demography, PO Box 7083, 22007 Lund, 
Sweden, (+46462224677) 

 Email: Martin.Dribe@ekh.lu.se 
Sweden (The Roteman Database. Stockholm 1878-1926)   

Mats Hayen PhD  
Stockholm City Archives, Public Services Department, P.O. Box 22063, SE-104 
22 Stockholm, Sweden, (+46 8 508 282 44) 

 Email: mats.hayen@ssa.stockholm.se 
United Kingdom (Integrated Census Microbase (I-CeM))   

Prof. dr. K. Schürer 
 Department of History, University of Essex 
 Wivenhoe Park, Colchester, Essex, C04 3SQ (+44 (0) 1206 872009) 
 Email: schurer@essex.ac.uk 
United Kingdom (People in Place: London 1500-1700)   

Dr Matthew Davies 
Centre for Metropolitan History, University: University of London 
Senate House, Malet Street, London WC1E 7HU, UK (+44 20-7862-8698) 

 Email: matthew.davies@sas.ac.uk 
United Kingdom (Greece isles) 
 Dr. Violetta Hionidou 

Newcastle University,  
Armstrong Building, Newcastle upon Tune NE1 7RU, (0044 191 222 5741) 
Email: violetta.hionidou@ncl.ac.uk 
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Global dimension 
The global dimension has already been indicated in section 2 and the proposal starts 
from the already existing cooperation. Some institutions even include European 
databases. The Minnesota Population Center (prof. Steve Ruggles) is main center of 
harmonizing historical and contemporary census databases. Institutions from outside 
Europe intend to find their own funding as soon as it is clear that there is a go for the 
EHPS-network, included databases are: 
 

Australia (Founders and Survivors: Australian Lifecourses in Historical Context) 
Prof. dr. Janet McCalman 
University of Melbourne, School of Population Health, Centre for Health & 
Society, Parkville, Victoria, 3010, Australia, (+61 3 8344 9107) 
Email: janetsm@unimelb.edu.au  

Canada (1891 Census of Canada sample; Europeans in the WWI Armies of Australia, 
 Canada, Great Britain, New Zealand and South Africa; 1871 Census of Canada 
 sample; 1871 Census of Scotland sample)  

Prof. dr.  Kris Inwood 
 University of Guelph, Historical Data Research Unit, Economics and History, 
 Stone Road East, Guelph, Ontario, Canada N1G 2W1, (519-824-4120) 
 Email: kinwood@uoguelph.ca 
Canada (Registre de la population du Québec ancien (RPQA) (part of the Programme 
 de recherche en démographie historique PRDH)) 

Bertrand Desjardins, Ph D and Lisa Dillon, Ph D 
Université de Montréal, C.P. 6128, succ. Centre-ville, Montreal, Quebec, 
Canada, H3C 3J7, (514-343-5956 (Dillon) 
Email: bertrand.desjardins@umontreal.ca  ly.dillon@umontreal.ca 

Taiwan (Taiwan Historical Demography Database) 
Prof. dr.  Wen Shan Yang 
Academia Sinica, Research Center for Humanities and Social Sciences, 
Program for Historical Demography, 128 Academia Road, Section 2, Nankang, 
Taipei, Taiwan 11529, (Telephone: 886-2-2652-5117) 
wsyang@gate.sinica.edu.tw 

United States of America (Genealogical Database for Families in the Northern United  
 States (1620 to 1880) 

Prof. dr. Alice Bee Kasakoff,  Distinguished Professor Emeritus of Anthropology 
and Research Associate in Geography 
University of South Carolina, Anthropology, Columbia, SC 29208, USA (803-
777-6500;  803-777-5234) 
Email:  Kasakoff@sc.edu 

United States of America (Historical Database of the Liège Region; German Village 
 Genealogies; U.S. Family Reconstitutions) 

Prof. dr. George Alter, Acting Director  ICPSR (Inter-university Consortium for  
Political and Social Research), University of Michigan, Institute for Social 

 Research, PO Box 1248, Ann Arbor, MI, 48106-1248, USA, (+1-734-615-8400) 
Email:  altergc@umich.edu 

United States of America (Integrated Public Use Microdata Series) 
Prof. dr. Steven Ruggles  
University of Minnesota, Minnesota Population Center, 50 Willey Hall,  
225 19th Ave, S., Minneapolis, MN 55455, USA, (+01 612 624 5818) 
Email: ruggles@umn.edu  

United States of America (Utah Population Database) 
Ken R. Smith, PhD 
University: University of Utah, Huntsman Cancer Institute, Pedigree and 

 Population Resource, 675 Apareen, Suite 200, Salt Lake City, UT 84112 (801-
 581-7847)   

Email: ken.smith@fcs.utah.edu 
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Section IV: (not more than 3 A4 single pages in total) 

 

CVs 
(Full coordinates and short curriculum vitae of the applicant(s) including ‟contact 
person‟. The list of the five most recent relevant publications of each applicant): 

 
Prof. dr. Anders Brändström 
University of Umeå, 
Centre for Population Studies 
Demographic Data Base Umeå, 
SE 901 87 Umeå, Sweden 
tel. +46-90-786 57 17 
email: Anders.Brandstrom@ddb.umu.se 
 
Anders Brändström is professor in Historical Demography at the faculty of Arts and 
Humanities, Umeå University. He is director of the Demographic Data Base Umeå and 
of the Centre for Population Studies (CPS). He received several grants amongst other 
for the Ageing and Living Conditions Programme (ALC). This programme is a central 
element in this research area of strong significance. It was appointed as one of 
Sweden‟s most prominent research environments and received a Linnaeus Grant of 80 
million kronor for 2006 from the Swedish Research Council. Participants in this 
programme are researchers from the faculties of social science, arts and medicine. 
 He is member of several commissions and boards, amongst others the Swedish 
Research Councils Committee for Research Infrastructures (VR - KFI), the Scientific 
committee of the Swedish National Data Service (SND,  the permanent evaluation 
panel in the Social Sciences at the Bank of Sweden Tercentenary Foundation (RJ – 
Bg2) and the European Strategy Forum for Research Infrastructures (ESFRI). TWG: 
Humanities and Social Sciences. 
 Main research interests are in the field of population studies, living conditions 
and infant mortality. Recent relevant publications: 
A. Brändström, ”Demografiska databasen och Historisk demografi i Umeå - en allvarlig 

felinvestering?,” 2008, Kungliga Skytteanska samfundet, 2008 
A. Brändström, S. Edvinsson and J. Rogers, ”Did midwives make a difference? A study 

of infant mortality in nineteenth century Sweden”, Se människan. Demografi, rätt 
och hälsa – en vänbok till Jan Sundin, Annika Sandén (Ed.) Linköping 2008 

A. Brändström, "Ageing - a cross-cutting research and policy challenge", in 
Scandinavian Journal of public Health, 2007 

A. Brändström, P. Vikström and  S. Edvinsson, ”Longitudinal databases - sources for 
analyzing the life course. Characteristics, difficulties and possibilities”, History and 
computing, 2006, Nos 1 and 2, 109-128. 

A. Brändström, S. Edvinsson and J. Rogers, “High-risk Families: the unequal 
distribution of infant mortality in nineteenth-century Sweden”, Population Studies, 
November 2005. 

 

For more information see  

http://www.umu.se/english/research/researcher-profiles/anders-brandstrom 

mailto:%20Anders.Brandstrom@ddb.umu.se
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Prof. dr. Kees Mandemakers 
Erasmus University Rotterdam and 
International Institute of Social History, 
Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences 
Postbox 2169, 1000 CD  Amsterdam, the Netherlands, 
tel. +31-20-6685866 
email: KMA@iisg.nl 
 
Kees Mandemakers is senior research fellow at the International Institute for Social 
History (IISG), heading the Historical Sample of the Netherlands (HSN) and professor 
of Large Historical Databases at the Faculty of History and Arts of the Erasmus 
University Rotterdam. In 2008 he received a grant from the NWO-programme 
Continuous Access to Cultural Heritage for the project LINKS (LINKing System for 
historical family reconstruction); in this record linkage project the genealogical indices 
of marriages, births and deaths will be linked into families, the whole consisting of 
about twenty million persons from over thirty million sources and appearing about 
hundred million times. 
 Since 2005 he is vice president of The International Commission for Historical 
Demography (affiliated to the International Committee of Historical Sciences). He leads 
an international working group making historical micro data comparable on database-
level and developing open source tools to build datasets for analysis from all databases 
that contain micro data (project Internationalizing large historical databases). 

Main research interest: Methodology of large historical databases, Family and 
Demography, Social stratification and mobility, Social history of education. Recent 
relevant publications:  
G. Alter, K. Mandemakers & M.Gutmann, 'Defining and Distributing Longitudinal 

Historical Data in a General Way through an Intermediate Structure', Historical 
Social Research, 34 (2009), 1, 78-114. 

. H. Bras, F. van Poppel & K. Mandemakers, 'Relatives as Spouses: Preferences and 
 Opportunities for Kin Marriage in a Western Society', American Journal of 
 Human Biology 21 (2009), 6, 793-804. 
F. van Poppel, R. Jennissen & K. Mandemakers, 'Time Trends in Social Class Mortality 
 Differentials in the Netherlands 1820-1920: An Assessment based on Indirect 
 Estimation Techniques', Social Science History 33 (2009), 2, 119-153 
K. Mandemakers, 'Building Life Course Datasets from Population Registers by the 
 Historical Sample of the Netherlands (HSN)', History and Computing 14 (2006), 
 87-108. 
K. Mandemakers & L. Dillon, 'Best Practices with Large Databases on Historical 
 Populations', Historical Methods 37 (2004), 1, 34-38 [also published in History 
 and Computing 13 (2004), 2, 207-216].  
 
For more information see http://www.iisg.nl/staff/kma.php



 15 

Prof. dr. Koen Matthijs 
Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, 
Faculty of Social Sciences,  
Center for Sociological Research,  
Research domain Family and Population,  
Postbus 3601, 3000 Leuven, Belgium 
Tel. + 32 (0)16 32.31.73 
Email: Koen.Matthijs@soc.kuleuven.be 
 
 
Koen Matthijs is a full professor at the Center for Sociological Research (School of 
Social Sciences, Katholieke Universiteit Leuven). He is also vice-dean of the Faculty of 
Social Sciences. His research fields are historical demography, sociology of the 
historical family, comparative family studies, and aging and the life course.  

His current (2004-2009) research projects are: (1) Migration, mobility and 
reproduction in times of rapid urbanisation. A study of intra- and intergenerational 
socio-demographical processes in nineteenth century Antwerp; (2) Demographic 
reproduction and social evolution: birth control in Leuven, Belgium, 1846-1910; (3) The 
modern fertility transition as a social-evolutionary process: longitudinal analysis of three 
nineteenth century birth cohorts, (4) The timing and speed of fertility transitions: the 
role of social networks, and mechanisms of variation and diffusion, (5) The social and 
biological components of longevity in a historical perspective; (6) The patterns of 
spouse selection in 19th century Flanders; (7) The influence of secularisation, 
romantisation and meritocracy on the demographic transition. A longitudinal and 
intergenerational research; (9) Divorce in 19th century Flanders.   
 
Recent relevant publications: 
K. Matthijs, (2006). Changing Patterns of Familial Sociability: Family Members as 
 Witnesses to (Re)Marriage in Nineteenth-Century Flanders. Journal of Family 
 History, 31(2), 115-143. 
B. Van de Putte, K. Matthijs & R. Vlietinck (2004). A Social Component in the Negative 
 Effect of Sons on Maternal Longevity in Pre-Industrial Humans. Journal of 
 Biosocial Science, 36, 289-297. 
K. Matthijs  (2003). Demographic and Sociological Indicators of Privatisation of Marriage 

in the 19th Century in Flanders. European Journal of Population, 19(4), 375-412. 
K. Matthijs, B. Van de Putte and R. Vlietinck (2002). The Inheritance of Longevity in a 
 Flemish Village (18th - 20th Century). European Journal of Population, 18, 59-91. 
K. Matthijs, (2002). Mimetic Appetite for Marriage in Nineteenth-Century Flanders: 

Gender Disadvantage as an Incentive for Social Change. Journal of Family 
History, 27 (2), 101-127.  

 
For more information see 
http://cwisdb.kuleuven.be/persdb-bin/persdb?lang=N&oproep=persoon&fnaam=9360 
 

mailto:Koen.Matthijs@soc.kuleuven.be

